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The Problem with 
Bullet points

• people will start reading from the top

• won't listen while you talk about the 
first items

• then they already know what's coming

• so they won't listen for the rest either



Solution?

• List only one idea per slide



One idea per slide
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3 Preparation
Slides
Presenting



With proper preparation,
you should be able to still
tell your story
even if the projector breaks

-- Garr Reynolds
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What is the
most important part
of your presentation?



Your Audience!
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Exercise:
Who are you?
Why are you here?



Explain it
to me!



Don't just start typing ...
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Go analog



We don't know where we get 
our ideas from.We do know 
that we do not get them 
from our laptops.

-- John Cleese
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Concrete



1000 songs in your pocket
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Stories
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The brain
doesn't pay attention

to boring things

-- Dr. John Medina
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The slides
are not the performance:
you, the speaker,
are the performance.

-- Scott Berkun
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Bumper Slides
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Something is wrong if 60 seconds go by
and you aren’t already into your first point.

-- Scott Berkun
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Avoiding
Bullet Points
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•Put training wheels on the bike

•Raise the training wheels so you wobble

•Wear clothing and a helmet to protect 
yourself

•Remove the training wheels and practice 
falling on the grass

•Enjoy riding your bike whenever you need 
to go

Learning to Ride
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•Enjoy riding your bike whenever you need
to go
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•training wheels

•wobble

•clothing

•grass

•go

Learning to Ride



Learning to
ride a bike
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Exercise:
Drawing concepts
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Finding photos: Free

Flickr,
www.flickr.com

/creativecommons

stock.xchnge,
www.sxc.hu

Wikimedia Commons,
commons.wikimedia.org
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Exercise

•Bottle

•Glass

•Face



Bleeding
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Thirds
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Eye Gaze
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Design for the last row
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Please resize your terminal window



Make sure you
have finished speaking
before your audience
has finished listening

-- Dorothy Sarnoff
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Arrive early
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Don't hide behind the lectern



Use a remote



Use the microphone
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Shit happens
Be prepared

The show must go on



Exercise:
What could go wrong?
And what can you do about it?
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Don't go over time
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Handling Discussions
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Wrapping up ...
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Continuous Improvement
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Always keep your
Audience in mind
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Coming soon:
Presenting for Geeks

- The Ebook

dirk@haun-online.de
 @dirkhaun

www.themobilepresenter.com
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Credits & Sources
Water Splash by Steve Garner
Hole in the sky by Jo Naylor,
Learning to Ride example taken from Nancy Duarte, "slide:ology", 
O'Reilly, 2008, page 222,
Zoom again by Richo.Fan,
Draw By Night (Nov '11) by VFS Digital Design,
Polaroid_8 by Brenda Clarke,
Lining Up the Shot by symbot,
Clipart: Long thin face, Beer Bottle, Beer from Open Clip Art,
Rivertree by Moondigger, via the Wikipedia entry for "Rule of 
Thirds",
Scarce Palmnut (Fish-eagle) Vulture 2 by doc_,
Seagull by visualpani,
Personal plane by costi,
Binoculars by Chase Elliott Clark,
Audience by takje,
Untitled (red alarm clock) by Alex,
Speaker photos (Eben Moglen, Jimmy Wales, Emily Bache, 
Marion Chapsal) by Dirk Haun,
Use a remote by Dirk Haun,
Shure SM58 by Chris Metcalf,
She Keeps Bees by Dirk Haun,
Rocket Firefall by Steve Jurvetson,
La minute by Fanch Sans colorant et Sans conservateur,
Jef leading the group in discussion by Travis Isaacs,
Feedback form: excellent by kikashi,
Boite emballage carton by Gastonmag,
Chambered Nautilus Shell - detail by Jitze Couperus,
Empty Billboard by asifthebes

Presenting for Geeks by Dirk Haun,
Lightbulb by James Bowe,
“Most people give off as much heat as a 100 watt bulb, but not as 
much light.” by Kate Ter Haar,
Clipart: Lightbulb On Off by OCAL,
Light Idea by 4seasons,
Röck!! on the right by Jeremy Keith,
Burnt Scroll by Parée + Pieces of Eight font by Steve Ferrera,
Who are you? Why are you here? by Dirk Haun,
Hein Blöd by Dirk Haun,
Working 1 by mmagallan,
Go analog by Dirk Haun,
Grass & Sky by 柏翰 / ポーハン / POHAN,

L'ascenseur verte by Alexandre Vialle,
Front page of Stuttgarter Zeitung, via their iPad app,
College Math Papers by Loty,
40+50 Spider? by bark,
Made to Stick vs. Brain Rules by Dirk Haun,
SUCCESs tag cloud made with Wordle,
Enso by Alex Castro,
Wondering by bigevil600,
iPod product photo (c) Apple,
The Stethoscope by Alex E. Proimos,
Happy by godofilte,
Reading... by nkzs,
Dr. John Medina, from his Media Kit,
Scott Berkun by Jonas Strandell,
Chevy Grill - 58 by Bob Jagendorf,
Honeymoon Period diagram via Garr Reynolds,

"Presenting for Geeks", a workshop by Dirk Haun, is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 2.0 Germany
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